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Book I: Right and Wrong as a Clue to the Meaning of
the Universe

I. The Law of Nature

C. S. Lewis makes note of a tendency in humans of appealing to a standard of absolute
truth in quarrels and arguments. He calls this standard the Law of Nature or the Moral
Law.
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Looking back, have you ever used an appeal to absolute truth in your discussions with others?

2. Lewis also says that no human appears to be able to keep the Law of Nature at all times but if someone
feels that they have, they are an exception and should not read the rest of the book. Do you think you are an
exception?

II. Some Objections

Lewis sites two objections to his theory of natural law which have come to him through
letters from readers.

1. The law is from instinct. Why does Lewis think that the moral law is not just a result of human instinct?
2. Social convention. Lewis dismisses the idea that moral law is a matter of how we are brought up or
educated because...?

lll. The Reality of the Law
Lewis concludes that the moral law (or natural law) is alive and active in human lives.

1. According to Lewis, the statement, "Men ought to behave decently in order to benefit society”, is a
redundant statement. Why?

2. Do you think the Law of Nature as described by Lewis is real and not made by man?

3. How is the law pressing on us?

IV. What Lies Behind the Law

1. According to Lewis, Science cannot be used to discover the mind behind the creation of the universe, why
not?
2. What is the one thing that is unique about man that is different than anything else a scientist can study?

V. We Have Cause to be Uneasy



Lewis gives three reasons to consider religion as a means to satisfy the guilt imposed
by the moral law.

1.
2.
3.

Lewis suggests that one reason to reconsider religion is that humanity is on the wrong road. Do you think
humanity is still on the wrong road?

Lewis states that if God is like the moral law, he is not soft or sentimental. Why is this shocking? What else
points to the existence of God apart from the moral law?

According to Lewis, Christianity will not make sense to anyone until they realize...?

Book Il: What Christians Believe

back to Top

I. The Rival Conceptions of God

Lewis discusses the major divisions of belief in God.

1.
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When discussing the different beliefs in God, they can be divided according to what? Why does Lewis state
that Christianity is a more liberal viewpoint than atheism?

The two major ideas about God which Lewis discusses are...?

The major concepts in Pantheism are...?

The major difference between Pantheism and Christianity is...?

One of Lewis major arguments against the existence of God when he was an atheist was that the world is
very cruel. What was his answer to this question when he became a Christian?

Il. The Invasion

Lewis discusses what he calls Christianity-and-water.

1.

2.
3.
4

There are many people who reject Christian doctrine because it is not simple. What is Lewis' answer to this
criticism?

There are two views of good and evil that are discussed by Lewis, what are they?

Why does Lewis reject dualism?

According to Lewis' analogy of being in enemy territory, we go to church in order to...?

lll. The shocking alternative

Lewis discusses free will, Satan, and the nature of Christ.

1.
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What is the analogy that Lewis offers to answer the question of how something can happen that is contrary
to the will of a being with absolute power?

Do you think it is possible for a creature to have free will and be incapable of doing wrong?

What was the sin of Satan and the sin he taught the human race?

What are the three things that Lewis suggests were done by God to counter the schemes of Satan? Are you
aware of queer stories in other religions mentioned by Lewis?

What is the claim of Jesus that Lewis says tends to slip by unnoticed because we have heard it so much?
Why is it significant?

Why does Lewis think it is foolish to call Jesus just a great moral teacher?


http://www.gordy-stith.com/Mere%20Christianity/mere_christianity_study_guide.htm#Top

IV. The Perfect Penitent

A theory is proposed as to how the Atonement of Christ works.

agkrwbE

Christians believe the main thing that Christ came to earth to do was...?

If God was willing to forgive us, why didn't he do so without having an innocent man killed?

How does Lewis define repentance?

Are humans capable of perfect repentance? How does God help us achieve repentance?

Many people say that it was easy for Christ to live a perfect life, suffer, and be crucified since he was God.
Why does Lewis think this is a silly reason for criticizing Christianity?

V. The Practical Conclusion

The implications of life in Christ are briefly stated.

1.
2.
3

Lewis states that according to Christian belief, by sharing in the humility and suffering of Christ we shall
share in...?

Lewis states that being a Christian is more than just mental belief, it involves the physical activities of...?
According to Lewis, doing good in order to appease God is not the reason Christians do good . Rather, any
good that a Christian does is a result of...?

Lewis admits to having been puzzled by the idea that the new life is confined to Christians only. What is
his answer to this question?

Another objection that Lewis sites is the question of why God does not deal openly and decisively with the
Devil. What is his answer to this question?

Book Ill: Christian Behavior
back to Top

I. The Three Parts of Morality

Lewis proposes three concerns of morality

1.
2.
3.

Fair play and harmony between individuals. According Lewis' ship analogy, why is it not useful to stop
with the first concern of morality?

Harmonizing the things inside each individual. How is the second morality achieved? What causes
differences between people in regards to the second concern of morality?

The general purpose of human life as a whole. Why is the idea "as long as | don't hurt others, what | do is
OK", a non-Christian philosophy?

[I. The "Cardinal Virtues"

Lewis discusses what he calls the cardinal virtues.

wmn

Lewis says that according to old writers, there are seven virtues. Four of the virtues are called cardinal and
the other three are theological. What are the four cardinal virtues?

Does being child-like mean that a Christian can be foolish?

Does temperance apply only to drinking? Does it mean complete abstinence?
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4.
5.

What word does Lewis use to describe justice?
Fortitude is described in two ways, what are they?

lll. Social Morality

A discussion of morality between man and man and what a society would be like if it
were completely Christian.

1.
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Lewis states that Christ did not preach anything new in regards to morality. The real job of every moral
teacher is...?

Why can Christianity not have a political program to apply the golden rule to a particular society at a
particular time?

"The Church ought to give us a lead" is a legitimate statement if by Church we mean...?

Lewis speculates that if we were to visit a Christian society, we would come away with a curious
impression. What is this curious impression?

Lewis states that three great civilizations have condemned the very thing we have based ours on. What
were the three civilizations and what is the thing they have condemned?

Lewis states that charity (giving to the poor) is an essential part of Christianity. How can we gage our level
of charity according to Lewis?

IV. Morality and Psychoanalysis

The Christian specification for the human machine

1.

1.

According to Lewis, psychoanalysis and Christianity are not in contradiction. How does psychoanalysis
affect a persons ability to make moral choices?

How is a man who is in a position (due to anger) to kill thousands similar to a man who's anger only causes
laughter?

V. Sexual Morality

A discussion of the Christian virtue known as chastity.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5

6.

How is Christian chastity different than social rules of modesty?

Lewis uses an analogy with food to prove that our sexual instinct has gone wrong. Describe the food
analogy.

In regards to sex, does Christian philosophy contradict the following statement: “There is nothing to be
ashamed of in the fact that the human race reproduces itself in a certain way, nor in the fact that it gives
pleasure."?

Do you think that our sexual instinct has been corrupted?

Do you think that Christian chastity is impossible? According to Lewis, what is the most fatal thing we can
do when faced with this seeming impossibility?

Is unchastity the supreme Christian vice? If not, what is?

VI. Christian Marriage

A discussion of Christian marriage and its many implications..



The sexual impulse in man works best in ...

The words "one flesh" could be translated _ _ in modern English.

Using another food analogy, Lewis compares the isolation of sexual pleasure with...

All Christian denominations agree that divorce is more like having both legs cut off than...

According to Lewis, the most common reason for people who get married in church as a mere formality
is...

According to Lewis, living together outside of marriage causes one to be guilty on two accounts which
are...

7. According to Lewis, what does the passion of love impel two people to do?
8. Why does ceasing to be "in love" need not mean ceasing to love?
9
1

RN

o

Why is Lewis against forcing the laws of Christian marriage on people through government regulation?
0. What example does Lewis site to support the idea that the headship of man over women is natural in
marriage?
11. Why is a man better suited for dealing with the family's foreign policy?

VII. Forgiveness
A discussion of forgiveness and its difficult relative: loving your enemies.

1. One of the most terrible duties of Christianity is ...

2. What are the two things we can do to make loving our enemies easier?

3. How did Lewis come to accept the straw-splitting distinction of hating what a man did and not hating the
man himself?

4, Does loving your enemy mean not punishing him?

5. In Lewis' mind, why is the command Though shalt not Kill' not a moratorium against fighting in war or the
death penalty?

6. s giving up hatred as hard for you as giving up beer or tobacco?

VIIl. The Great Sin

Lewis describes the great sin as one in which no man in the world is free, which every
one in the world loathes when he sees it in another, and which hardly any people except
Christians ever confess to being guilty of.

1. Have you ever recognized the great sin in yourself?
2. What is the virtue that is opposite of pride?
3. What is Lewis' suggested method to test how proud you are?
4. What part does competition play in pride?
5. What is another word that can be used to describe pride?
6. According to Lewis, what is the real test of being in the presence of God?
7. What are the 4 misunderstandings which Lewis discusses concerning pride?
8. What is the first step to acquiring humility?
IX. Charity

A discussion of the part of charity known as "alms" or giving to the poor.
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Is having a cold temperament a sin?

What is one of the great secrets about cultivating charity?

What is Lewis' advice for a person who has no feelings of love toward God?
What is the great thing to remember about God's love for us?

X. Hope

Lewis describes hope as one of the Theological virtues.

1. Lewis mentions some accomplishments of men who left their mark on earth because their minds were set
on heaven. Can you name these accomplishments and some others?
2. What are some symptoms of real desire for Heaven that are present in all of us?
3. Although we may experience some of the greatest gifts in life, still something has evaded us. What are the
two wrong ways of dealing with this? What is the one right way?
XI. Faith

Lewis discuses the two levels of Faith.

1. Lewis admits to being puzzled by the concept of simple belief being a virtue. How did he resolve this
puzzlement?
2. Lewis defines Faith as ...
3. How does one train the habit of Faith?
4. Before discussing the second level of Faith, Lewis returns to cultivating humility and suggests that one try
to live the Christian life for a while. One will then discover by failure that ...
Xll. Faith, level I

Lewis discuses the two levels of Faith.

1.
2.
3

4.

5.
6.

An understanding of the second level of faith comes only after a man has ...

What is a way of thinking which identifies a man who is not in a right relationship with God?

Lewis states that a man who watches himself to see when he will fall asleep is very likely to remain awake.
How does this relate to growing in faith?

In handing ourselves over to Christ, we desire to obey him. But we must obey in a new way of obedience.
What is this new way?

What are the two parodies of truth which Christians have been accused of believing?

You have come to the end of Book 11

Book IV: Beyond Personality or First Steps in the

Doctrine of the Trinity
back to Top

I. Making and Begetting

A discussion about life and how it relates to God.
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1. What does the word Theology mean? Are you interested in having the clearest and most accurate ideas
about God?

Lewis makes an analogy between Theology and a map, can you describe this analogy?

Do you think a person can gain eternal life by experiencing some kind of feeling of the presence of God?
What are the criticisms that Lewis has regarding feelings about God?

4, Lewis describes the popular religion of his day as being an acknowledgment of the excellent moral
teachings of Jesus. Why does Lewis say that this religion is unable to make any difference in the world?
What is the difference between begetting and creating?

Think of some things (objects biological or non-biological) in the Universe. How are they like God?
How is the life of man different from the life of God?

Lewis uses the terms Bios and Zoe. Can you describe the meaning of these terms?
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Il. The Three-Personal God
A discussion of the divine personality, it's qualities, and how it works in our lives.

1. With respect to concepts of God and personality, how is Christianity "the only one on the market" as seen
by Lewis?

2. Lewis describes God's personality as being on a divine level. How is the divine level of personality
different than the human level of personality?
Why does Lewis say it isn't any good talking about a three-personal being?

3

4, Lewis says that when a Christian kneels down in his bedroom to pray he is being caught up into Zoe, what
does he mean by this?

5. Why is the Christian community the one really adequate instrument for learning about God?

[ll. Time and Beyond Time

A discussion of how God exists outside of time.
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Do you have trouble with the idea that God listens to prayers from many people all at the same time?

2. Lewis makes an analogy to God's existence being like a writer of a novel. Describe this analogy. Where
does the analogy break down?

If we picture life as a straight line along which we walk moment by moment then God is ...?

Why does having a history mean losing part of your reality?

How did Lewis resolve the dilemma of God knowing exactly what decisions we will make in the future and
people still having free will?
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IV. Good Infection
Lewis discusses how the persons of God are connected.

How does Lewis relate two books, one on top of the other, to God eternal and Christ the Son?

As Lewis explains the Father and the Son, he points out one of the problems of getting away from the
words of the bible. What is the problem he encountered and why is it good to go back to the bible?
Why does the phrase, "God is love" have no meaning without at least two persons?

How is the phrase, "love is God" different from "God is love"?

What does Lewis say is perhaps the most important difference between Christianity and other religions.
According to Lewis, where does the third person of the Trinity come from?
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Lewis describes the relationship of the Father, Son, and Spirit as a dance. He also says that we acquire life
by "good infection". Can you describe the dance and the concept of good infection?

V. The Obstinate Toy Soldiers

Lewis uses a toy soldier analogy to describe how Christians are transformed into the
likeness of Christ.
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Lewis opens this chapter by reminding us of the current state of mankind and reiterating the purpose of the
Son of God becoming a man. Can you describe these two things?

Describe in detail the natural life in each of us. Why does the natural life want to be left to itself? Do you
see the natural life at work in your self?

Lewis makes an analogy with a tin soldier and Christ. Can you describe the analogy?

Can you describe how Christ had to kill his human desires at every turn of his earthly career?

Where does the tin soldier analogy break down?

What is the difference that God has made to the mass of humanity? Why is it not necessary for us to climb
up into spiritual life by our own efforts?

VI. Two Notes

Two explanations on ideas from chapter V.

1.

2.

3.

Lewis refers to one of his critics who asked why God did not beget many sons at the outset instead of using
the method of transformation described by Christianity. What are the answers which are given to these
questions?

Lewis describes Christian doctrine as teaching that human beings are like organs in a body. Trying to make
people all the same is called ? Trying to make people forget that they are part of an organism is called?
Which is worse, Totalitarian thinking or Individualist thinking? (trick question!)

VII. Let's Pretend

Lewis uses two stories to illustrate the concept of Christian New Birth.

PONMPE

oo

According to Lewis, what do the words "our Father" which open the Lords prayer mean?

What good is there for a person to pretend by dressing up like Christ?

How does Christ turn our pretense into reality? How is this different from listening to our conscience?
How does "good infection™ work through people? Why should we not pin our whole faith on any human
being?

Is Christianity simply a matter of reading what Christ said and trying to carry it out?

What are the two discoveries which Lewis made as he began to be transformed by Christ?

VIII. Is Christianity Hard or Easy?

An attempt to harmonize the hard and easy aspects of the Christian life.

1.
2.

According to Lewis, what is the whole of Christianity?
What happens to a person (who is not a Christian) when they attempt to obey their conscience completely?



4.

Lewis says the Christian way is both harder and easier than the "give in to conscience” way. Can you
explain why? Can you cite some of the bible verses which give support to the way of Christ being harder
and easier than life outside of Christ?

The first thing a Christian should do every morning is...

IX. Counting The Cost

Counting the cost means understanding the command "Be ye perfect" and it's
implications.
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According to Lewis, the Lords words, "Be ye perfect" mean...

How is the Lord like a dentist in regard to perfection?

Why should Gods demands for perfection not discourage our feeble attempts at doing good?

What is the plan that God is determined to carry out in our lives? How does it manifest itself in our lives?
Describe the house analogy Lewis borrowed from Geaorge MacDonald.

X. Nice People or New Men

Discerning genuine Christian life from the life of an unbeliever.

1.
2.
3.
4

S.
6.

Should all Christians be obviously nicer than all non-Christians? What is the result of careless lives
displayed by Christians?

Why can the world not be divided into Christian and non-Christian by observed behavior?

Describe the factory analogy which Lewis uses when comparing lives in and out of Christ.

Do nice people need Christ as much as mean tempered people? What is God watching and waiting for in
each person?

According to Lewis, the only things we can keep are...

Lewis wonders if a nice world would be harder to save than a miserable one, why?

Xl. The New Men

Lewis uses the idea of evolution to describe the Christian transformation.
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What is the next step in the evolution of man that Lewis describes?

How does this "new step" differ from previous ones?

How is Christ not merely a new man but the new man?

How are the new men recognized?

Avre all people in Christ the same? How is being in Christ like light or salt?
What is the principle which runs through life from top to bottom?

Quiz/Discussion questions

These questions were originally developed by the InterVarsity Graduate Christian Fellowship at Stanford University.
http://www.stanford.edu/group/ivgrad/events/small group/2004 2005/smallgroups.html
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Book I: Right and Wrong as a Clue to the
Meaning of the Universe

I. The Law of Nature

C. S. Lewis makes note of a tendency in humans of appealing to a standard of absolute truth in quarrels and arguments.
He calls this standard the Law of Nature or the Moral Law.

1. Looking back, have you ever used an appeal to absolute truth in your discussions with others?
2. Lewis also says that no human appears to be able to keep the Law of Nature at all times but if someone feels that
they have, they are an exception and should not read the rest of the book. Do you think you are an exception?

II. Some Objections

Lewis sites two objections to his theory of natural law which have come to him through letters from readers.

1. The law is from instinct. Why does Lewis think that the moral law is not just a result of human instinct?
2. Social convention. Lewis dismisses the idea that moral law is a matter of how we are brought up or educated
because...?

III. The Reality of the Law

Lewis concludes that the moral law (or natural law) is alive and active in human lives.

1. According to Lewis, the statement, "Men ought to behave decently in order to benefit society”, is a redundant
statement. Why?

2. Do you think the Law of Nature as described by Lewis is real and not made by man?

3. How is the law pressing on us?

IV. What Lies Behind the Law

1. According to Lewis, Science cannot be used to discover the mind behind the creation of the universe, why not?
2. What is the one thing that is unique about man that is different than anything else a scientist can study?

V. We Have Cause to be Uneasy

Lewis gives three reasons to consider religion as a means to satisfy the guilt imposed by the moral law.

1. Lewis suggests that one reason to reconsider religion is that humanity is on the wrong road. Do you think
humanity is still on the wrong road?

2. Lewis states that if God is like the moral law, he is not soft or sentimental. Why is this shocking? What else points
to the existence of God apart from the moral law?

Book II: What Christians Believe

I. The Rival Conceptions of God
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Lewis discusses the major divisions of belief in God.
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When discussing the different beliefs in God, they can be divided according to what? Why does Lewis state that
Christianity is a more liberal viewpoint than atheism?

The two major ideas about God which Lewis discusses are...?

The major concepts in Pantheism are...?

The major difference between Pantheism and Christianity is...?

One of Lewis major arguments against the existence of God when he was an atheist was that the world is very
cruel. What was his answer to this question when he became a Christian?

II. The Invasion

Lewis discusses what he calls Christianity-and-water.
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There are many people who reject Christian doctrine because it is not simple. What is Lewis’ answer to this
criticism?

There are two views of good and evil that are discussed by Lewis, what are they?

Why does Lewis reject dualism?

According to Lewis’ analogy of being in enemy territory, we go to church in order to...?

III1. The shocking alternative

Lewis discusses free will, Satan, and the nature of Christ.
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What is the analogy that Lewis offers to answer the question of how something can happen that is contrary to the
will of a being with absolute power?

Do you think it is possible for a creature to have free will and be incapable of doing wrong?

What was the sin of Satan and the sin he taught the human race?

What are the three things that Lewis suggests were done by God to counter the schemes of Satan? Are you
aware of queer stories in other religions mentioned by Lewis?

What is the claim of Jesus that Lewis says tends to slip by unnoticed because we have heard it so much? Why is
it significant?

Why does Lewis think it is foolish to call Jesus just a great moral teacher?

IV. The Perfect Penitent

A theory is proposed as to how the Atonement of Christ works.
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Christians believe the main thing that Christ came to earth to do was...?

If God was willing to forgive us, why didn't he do so without having an innocent man killed?

How does Lewis define repentance?

Are humans capable of perfect repentance? How does God help us achieve repentance?

Many people say that it was easy for Christ to live a perfect life, suffer, and be crucified since he was God. Why
does Lewis think this is a silly reason for criticizing Christianity?

V. The Practical Conclusion

The implications of life in Christ are briefly stated.

Lewis states that according to Christian belief, by sharing in the humility and suffering of Christ we shall share
in...?

Lewis states that being a Christian is more than just mental belief, it involves the physical activities of...?
According to Lewis, doing good in order to appease God is not the reason Christians do good . Rather, any good
that a Christian does is a result of...?

Lewis admits to having been puzzled by the idea that the new life is confined to Christians only. What is his
answer to this question?

Another objection that Lewis sites is the question of why God does not deal openly and decisively with the Devil.
What is his answer to this question?



Book III: Christian Behavior

I. The Three Parts of Morality

Lewis proposes three concerns of morality

1. Fair play and harmony between individuals. According Lewis’ ship analogy, why is it not useful to stop with the
first concern of morality?

2. Harmonizing the things inside each individual. How is the second morality achieved? What causes differences
between people in regards to the second concern of morality?

3. The general purpose of human life as a whole. Why is the idea “as long as I don’t hurt others, what I do is OK”, a
non-Christian philosophy?

II. The "Cardinal Virtues”

Lewis discusses what he calls the cardinal virtues.
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Lewis says that according to old writers, there are seven virtues. Four of the virtues are called cardinal and the
other three are theological. What are the four cardinal virtues?

Does being child-like mean that a Christian can be foolish?

Does temperance apply only to drinking? Does it mean complete abstinence?

What word does Lewis use to describe justice?

Fortitude is described in two ways, what are they?
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II1. Social Morality

A discussion of morality between man and man and what a society would be like if it were completely Christian.

1. Lewis states that Christ did not preach anything new in regards to morality. The real job of every moral teacher
is...?

2.  Why can Christianity not have a political program to apply the golden rule to a particular society at a particular
time?

3. “The Church ought to give us a lead” is a legitimate statement if by Church we mean...?

4. Lewis speculates that if we were to visit a Christian society, we would come away with a curious impression.
What is this curious impression?

5. Lewis states that three great civilizations have condemned the very thing we have based ours on. What were the
three civilizations and what is the thing they have condemned?

6. Lewis states that charity (giving to the poor) is an essential part of Christianity. How can we gage our level of
charity according to Lewis?

IV. Morality and Psychoanalysis

The Christian specification for the human machine

1. According to Lewis, psychoanalysis and Christianity are not in contradiction. How does psychoanalysis affect a
persons ability to make moral choices?

2. How is a man who is in a position (due to anger) to kill thousands similar to a man who’s anger only causes
laughter?

V. Sexual Morality

A discussion of the Christian virtue known as chastity.

How is Christian chastity different than social rules of modesty?

Lewis uses an analogy with food to prove that our sexual instinct has gone wrong. Describe the food analogy.

In regards to sex, does Christian philosophy contradict the following statement: “There is nothing to be ashamed
of in the fact that the human race reproduces itself in a certain way, nor in the fact that it gives pleasure.”?
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Do you think that our sexual instinct has been corrupted?

Do you think that Christian chastity is impossible? According to Lewis, what is the most fatal thing we can do
when faced with this seeming impossibility?

Is unchastity the supreme Christian vice? If not, what is?

VI. Christian Marriage

A discussion of Christian marriage and its many implications..
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VII.

The sexual impulse in man works best in ...

The words “one flesh” could be translated _ _ in modern English.

Using another food analogy, Lewis compares the isolation of sexual pleasure with...

All Christian denominations agree that divorce is more like having both legs cut off than...

According to Lewis, the most common reason for people who get married in church as a mere formality is...
According to Lewis, living together outside of marriage causes one to be guilty on two accounts which are...
According to Lewis, what does the passion of love impel two people to do?

Why does ceasing to be “in love” need not mean ceasing to love?

Why is Lewis against forcing the laws of Christian marriage on people through government regulation?

. What example does Lewis site to support the idea that the headship of man over women is natural in marriage?
. Why is a man better suited for dealing with the family’s foreign policy?

Forgiveness

A discussion of forgiveness and its difficult relative: loving your enemies.
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One of the most terrible duties of Christianity is ...

What are the two things we can do to make loving our enemies easier?

How did Lewis come to accept the straw-splitting distinction of hating what a man did and not hating the man
himself?

Does loving your enemy mean not punishing him?

In Lewis’ mind, why is the command ‘Though shalt not Kill' not a moratorium against fighting in war or the death
penalty?

Is giving up hatred as hard for you as giving up beer or tobacco?

VIII. The Great Sin

Lewis describes the great sin as one in which no man in the world is free, which every one in the world loathes when he
sees it in another, and which hardly any people except Christians ever confess to being guilty of.
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Have you ever recognized the great sin in yourself?

What is the virtue that is opposite of pride?

What is Lewis’ suggested method to test how proud you are?

What part does competition play in pride?

What is another word that can be used to describe pride?

According to Lewis, what is the real test of being in the presence of God?
What are the 4 misunderstandings which Lewis discusses concerning pride?
What is the first step to acquiring humility?

IX. Charity

A discussion of the part of charity known as “"alms” or giving to the poor.
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Is having a cold temperament a sin?

What is one of the great secrets about cultivating charity?

What is Lewis’ advice for a person who has no feelings of love toward God?
What is the great thing to remember about God'’s love for us?

X. Hope



Lewis describes hope as one of the Theological virtues.

Lewis mentions some accomplishments of men who left their mark on earth because their minds were set on
heaven. Can you name these accomplishments and some others?

What are some symptoms of real desire for Heaven that are present in all of us?

Although we may experience some of the greatest gifts in life, still something has evaded us. What are the two
wrong ways of dealing with this? What is the one right way?

XI. Faith

Lewis discuses the two levels of Faith.

el o

XII.

Lewis admits to being puzzled by the concept of simple belief being a virtue. How did he resolve this puzzlement?
Lewis defines Faith as ...

How does one train the habit of Faith?

Before discussing the second level of Faith, Lewis returns to cultivating humility and suggests that one try to live
the Christian life for a while. One will then discover by failure that ...

Faith, level 11

Lewis discuses the two levels of Faith.
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An understanding of the second level of faith comes only after a man has ...

What is a way of thinking which identifies a man who is not in a right relationship with God?

Lewis states that a man who watches himself to see when he will fall asleep is very likely to remain awake. How
does this relate to growing in faith?

In handing ourselves over to Christ, we desire to obey him. But we must obey in a new way of obedience. What
is this new way?

What are the two parodies of truth which Christians have been accused of believing?

Book IV: Beyond Personality or First Steps in
the Doctrine of the Trinity

I. Making and Begetting

A discussion about life and how it relates to God.

®No;

What does the word Theology mean? Are you interested in having the clearest and most accurate ideas about
God?

Lewis makes an analogy between Theology and a map, can you describe this analogy?

Do you think a person can gain eternal life by experiencing some kind of feeling of the presence of God? What are
the criticisms that Lewis has regarding feelings about God?

Lewis describes the popular religion of his day as being an acknowledgment of the excellent moral teachings of
Jesus. Why does Lewis say that this religion is unable to make any difference in the world?

What is the difference between begetting and creating?

Think of some things (objects biological or non-biological) in the Universe. How are they like God?

How is the life of man different from the life of God?

Lewis uses the terms Bios and Zoe. Can you describe the meaning of these terms?

II. The Three-Personal God

A discussion of the divine personality, it’s qualities, and how it works in our lives.

With respect to concepts of God and personality, how is Christianity “the only one on the market” as seen by
Lewis?

Lewis describes God’s personality as being on a divine level. How is the divine level of personality different than
the human level of personality?



Why does Lewis say it isn’t any good talking about a three-personal being?

Lewis says that when a Christian kneels down in his bedroom to pray he is being caught up into Zoe, what does
he mean by this?

Why is the Christian community the one really adequate instrument for learning about God?

III. Time and Beyond Time

A discussion of how God exists outside of time.

[y
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Do you have trouble with the idea that God listens to prayers from many people all at the same time?

Lewis makes an analogy to God’s existence being like a writer of a novel. Describe this analogy. Where does the
analogy break down?

If we picture life as a straight line along which we walk moment by moment then God is ...?

Why does having a history mean losing part of your reality?

How did Lewis resolve the dilemma of God knowing exactly what decisions we will make in the future and people
still having free will?

IV. Good Infection

Lewis discusses how the persons of God are connected.
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How does Lewis relate two books, one on top of the other, to God eternal and Christ the Son?

As Lewis explains the Father and the Son, he points out one of the problems of getting away from the words of
the bible. What is the problem he encountered and why is it good to go back to the bible?

Why does the phrase, “God is love” have no meaning without at least two persons?

How is the phrase, “love is God” different from “God is love”?

What does Lewis say is perhaps the most important difference between Christianity and other religions.
According to Lewis, where does the third person of the Trinity come from?

Lewis describes the relationship of the Father, Son, and Spirit as a dance. He also says that we acquire life by
“good infection”. Can you describe the dance and the concept of good infection?

V. The Obstinate Toy Soldiers

Lewis uses a toy soldier analogy to describe how Christians are transformed into the likeness of Christ.

N
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Lewis opens this chapter by reminding us of the current state of mankind and reiterating the purpose of the Son
of God becoming a man. Can you describe these two things?

Describe in detail the natural life in each of us. Why does the natural life want to be left to itself? Do you see the
natural life at work in your self?

Lewis makes an analogy with a tin soldier and Christ. Can you describe the analogy?

Can you describe how Christ had to kill his human desires at every turn of his earthly career?

Where does the tin soldier analogy break down?

What is the difference that God has made to the mass of humanity? Why is it not necessary for us to climb up
into spiritual life by our own efforts?

VI. Two Notes Two explanations on ideas from chapter V.

Lewis refers to one of his critics who asked why God did not beget many sons at the outset instead of using the
method of transformation described by Christianity. What are the answers which are given to these questions?
Lewis describes Christian doctrine as teaching that human beings are like organs in a body. Trying to make
people all the same is called ? Trying to make people forget that they are part of an organism is called?

Which is worse, Totalitarian thinking or Individualist thinking? (trick question!)

VII. Let’s Pretend

Lewis uses two stories to illustrate the concept of Christian New Birth.

1.
2.

According to Lewis, what do the words “our Father” which open the Lords prayer mean?
What good is there for a person to pretend by dressing up like Christ?



How does Christ turn our pretense into reality? How is this different from listening to our conscience?

How does “good infection” work through people? Why should we not pin our whole faith on any human being?
Is Christianity simply a matter of reading what Christ said and trying to carry it out?

What are the two discoveries which Lewis made as he began to be transformed by Christ?
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VIII. Is Christianity Hard or Easy?

An attempt to harmonize the hard and easy aspects of the Christian life.

According to Lewis, what is the whole of Christianity?

What happens to a person (who is not a Christian) when they attempt to obey their conscience completely?
Lewis says the Christian way is both harder and easier than the “give in to conscience” way. Can you explain
why? Can you cite some of the bible verses which give support to the way of Christ being harder and easier than
life outside of Christ?

4. The first thing a Christian should do every morning is...

WN =

IX. Counting The Cost

Counting the cost means understanding the command "Be ye perfect” and it’s implications.

According to Lewis, the Lords words, “Be ye perfect” mean...

How is the Lord like a dentist in regard to perfection?

Why should Gods demands for perfection not discourage our feeble attempts at doing good?

What is the plan that God is determined to carry out in our lives? How does it manifest itself in our lives?
Describe the house analogy Lewis borrowed from Geaorge MacDonald.
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X. Nice People or New Men

Discerning genuine Christian life from the life of an unbeliever.

1. Should all Christians be obviously nicer than all non-Christians? What is the result of careless lives displayed by
Christians?

Why can the world not be divided into Christian and non-Christian by observed behavior?

Describe the factory analogy which Lewis uses when comparing lives in and out of Christ.

Do nice people need Christ as much as mean tempered people? What is God watching and waiting for in each
person?

5. According to Lewis, the only things we can keep are...

6. Lewis wonders if a nice world would be harder to save than a miserable one, why?
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XI. The New Men

Lewis uses the idea of evolution to describe the Christian transformation.

1. What is the next step in the evolution of man that Lewis describes?

2.  How does this “new step” differ from previous ones?

3. How is Christ not merely a new man but the new man?

4. How are the new men recognized?

5. Are all people in Christ the same? How is being in Christ like light or salt?

6. What is the principle which runs through life from top to bottom?

7. VUnified Study 1 - Week of 1 November 2004

8.

9. Gui deline questions for discussion on Book |
10.

11.

12. 1) Does Lewis' approach to apologetics make sense? The idea of a 'Law of Human Nature,' for

example: is it convincing to you personally? Why or why not? Do you think that it would be



convincing or relevant to non-believers in the university or professional context?

2) One of the common dismissals of Christianity, or indeed of religion in general, is the idea

that 'It's right/true for you, but | don't happen to believe in it, so let's just each believe what's
right for ourselves.' This idea of relative truths, equally valid for each person, effectively shuts
down any avenues for evangelizing. Does Lewis give us any tools for addressing this attitude?

What evidences does he point to for a universal moral reality? (See especially Chapters 3, 4)

3) Does Lewis make a fair distinction between what things science can make claims about, and

what things it cannot address? (See especially Chapter 4)

4) As Christians, maybe we don't often come at our faith from the direction that Lewis does
here: the idea that, if we had no specific knowledge of God, our 'inside knowledge' about
mankind would hint at the existence of a 'controlling power outside the universe.' Do you
think that this is true? Are we as humans hard enough on ourselves to see the huge universal

moral failings that Lewis identifies as giving us 'cause to be uneasy'? (See especially Chapter 5)

Unified Study 2 ¢(Week of 29 November, 2004.

Guideline questions for discussion on Book 11 of

1.How do the concepts of 'just' and 'unjust' help Lewis to accept the idea that there is a God?

13.

14. 2. Is there anything that surprised you about Lewis' presentation of
Christianity in Chapter 2, and his discussion of the 'Good Power' and the 'Bad Power'? Do you
think it is true that Christianity is not simple? Do you think that such a claim would help or
hurt Christian evangelism?

15.

16. 3. Does Lewis' description in Chapter 4 of 'the formula' that constitutes Christianity live up
to his goal of explaining 'mere Christianity'? Are his explanations of the atonement and
incarnation helpful for your understanding of Christian doctrine? Would they be helpful for
opening the eyes of an unbeliever



Mere Christianityc Book 3, Chapters-12 ¢ Discussion Questions
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Chapter 7
Lewis centers his discussion of forgiwremelsfs” o
(Mark 12:31). He then describes in great depth how we love ourselves. What parts of his
description were most helpful for understanding the manner in which we are to forgive others?

Chapter 8
Lewis identifies Pride as the worst of allsinsand assert s, “Pride has been
every nation and every family since the world
singling pride out from the other sins? What passages from the Bible support (or possibly refute) his
claim?

Chapter 9
Lewis claims that “love is a state not of the
ti me bothering whether you | ove your neighbor;
the virtuous cycle (if we act as if we loved, we actually begin to love) that Lewis describes has
occurred in your life?

Chapter 10
“Most people, if they had really |l earned to |

€
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want somet hing that cannot b e h a dlingitorLewts,hows wor | d.

does the Christian virtue of Hope help us deal with this fact? What Biblical teachings about Hope
come to mind?

Chapter 11

Have you ever heard someone assert that faith and reason are mutually exclusive? Lewis defines
f ai t h raofholdirg dneo things your reason has once accepted, in spite of your changing

moods. " How are faith and reason to coexist?



Chapter 12

The mystery of how Faith and good works interact is described in this chapter and the latter half of

Chapter 11. “.... Continue to work out your salvat
i N you ..713).(Whdt doks Lewi@say ar@the prerequisites for Faith? How do Faith and

good works interact in your life?

Unified Study 1 - Week of 1 November 2004

Guideline questions for discussion on Book | of *

1) Does Lewis' approach to apologetics make sense? The idea of a 'Law of Human Nature,' for
example: is it convincing to you personally? Why or why not? Do you think that it would be

convincing or relevant to non-believers in the university or professional context?

2) One of the common dismissals of Christianity, or indeed of religion in general, is the idea that
'It's right/true for you, but | don't happen to believe in it, so let's just each believe what's right
for ourselves.' This idea of relative truths, equally valid for each person, effectively shuts down
any avenues for evangelizing. Does Lewis give us any tools for addressing this attitude? What

evidences does he point to for a universal moral reality? (See especially Chapters 3, 4)

3) Does Lewis make a fair distinction between what things science can make claims about, and

what things it cannot address? (See especially Chapter 4)

4) As Christians, maybe we don't often come at our faith from the direction that Lewis does
here: the idea that, if we had no specific knowledge of God, our 'inside knowledge' about
mankind would hint at the existence of a 'controlling power outside the universe.' Do you think
that this is true? Are we as humans hard enough on ourselves to see the huge universal moral

failings that Lewis identifies as giving us 'cause to be uneasy'? (See especially Chapter 5)



2)Mere Christianity Discussion Questions
3)Book 3. Chaptes 1

4)

5) CHAPTER 1: The Three Parts of Morality

6) L.Lewis states on pg 69, oO0Mor al rul es are direc
rues ointerfere with our natur al inclinationso?

7)

8) 2. Referencing the material on pg 71, do you feel that moral failures really cause trouble to others/self?
do you personally (or people in general) feel compelled to obey moral rules?

9)

10) 3. Lewis enumerates three concerns of morality (pg 72):

11) 1) Fair play & harmony between people

12) 2) Harmonizing things inside a person

13) 3) General course of life/purpose

14)Lewis |l ater expresses t ha tividdalsis ¢vérgaingto makéthec our ag
(moral) system work properly. o (pg 73)

15) -Do you agree that courage and unselfishness are the ONLY things?

16) -HOW do we live this courage and unselfishness in our daily lives as students/employees?

17)

18)4 . There are two mindsets that Lewis points o
real | andl ordo. (pg 74) How would one conduc

19)

20)5 . OChr i st i awndiitvyi dausasl e rhtusmatnh abte ienvgeriys igoi ng t o

21) -Do you really believe this?

22) -Do you live your life like this?

23) -Give examples of how one can live life like this and circumstances in which one clearly does not lives a
to this assertion.

24)

25) CHAPTER 2: Cardinal Virtues

26) 1. What do each of these cardinal virtues mean to you? Which virtue is the most difficult for you?

27) -Prudence

28) -Temperance

29) -Justice

30) -Fortitude

31)

32)2 . Lewis states that God-uwsadt(®&0)s to have a c

33) -Do you agree that this is the type of person towards which we should strive to be?
34) -How does one go about living this way?
35)-How can you better use -upé?sense that God gave

36)

37) CHAPTER 3: Social Morality

38)1. OPemeglree miereddled omore often than they need t

39) -What do you need to be reminded about most often?

40)What 6s the best way to remind another fellow C

41)

42) 2. What do you think of the statemeéntttats t he j ob of the LAYMEN (no
you would be done bydé as a political program?

43) -How do we as laymen go about doing this?
44)



45)3 . What s your vision of a Chr iofoursoaeatytoslayci et y
resemble a o0Christian societyo6? (This questio

46)

47)4 . Are the differences in our pursuit to what
what has | ed to t hesthatéxstadayd (pg8hr i sti an denomin

48)-Lewi s states that o0éeveryone is attracted by b
and |l eave out the resto. What oO0bitsdé does you
they leave out?

49)

50)5 , Do you agree that the 0égreat obstacle to
butinourfeirear of i nsecurityad? (pg 86)

51) -What other obstacles exist?

52) -How do we overcome this fear of insecurity?

53)

54) CHAPTR 4: Morality and Psychoanalysis

55) 1. Lewis states that the two main jobs for Christians are: (pg 88)

56) 1) Apply o0Do as you would be done byo6é to n

57) 2) Become the sort of people who would apply it if they saw how

58) -Give a specific way in wicban apply Job #1 above.

59)

60) 2 . OPsychoanalysis is not contradictory to Ch
agree? Does Lewis make a valid point? Are you convinced?

61)

62)3 . OAl Il vyour | i f e trhlthingeithgranto a heavenlycreature lthgt is in tnarnmonyn g

with God, and with other creatures, and with itself, or else into one that is in a state of war and hatred wi
Godéod (pg 92)
63) -How are you personally NOT at harmony with God, others, &/or self?

64)

65) CHAPTER 5: Sexual Morality

66)1 . Lewis states that it is ouncharitable to t

67) -Do you personally think this idea can apply to our society today? How does teasing or embarrassing at
acquaintance @ . oripping on a friendo6) fit in with t

68)

69)2 . Do you agree with Lewis® argument that hum

70)

71)3 . OPublic opinion is | ess hostiletitmesi.lél i c(ipt
97) WHOA! Do you agree? Why do you think this is the case?

72)

73)4 . 0 P e #ike pecfdct cleatityl Bot bie attained by any merely human efforts. You must ask for

Godds help. o (pg 101)

74 How do we go about asking for Godds hel p?

75)

76) 5. oVery often what God first helps us toward:¢
again. 6 (pg 101)

77) -Do you have any personal experience with this regarding any virtue, such as courage, truthfulness, etc.

78)

79)6 . eighteems elifg who goes regularly to church may

80) -This is similar to the parable of the Pharisee and Tax Collector, but do you really in your true heart belie

81) -Do you really live this statement in yayeaetions? How can one do a better job of living this
statement?

82)

83) CHAPTER 6: Christian Marriage



84)1 . 0The I nventor of the human machine was tel
be combined together in pairs, not $intply ons e x u a | l evel , but totally

85) -How do we reconcile the fact that some people remain unmarried for their whole lives?

86) -How do we reconcile gay unions?

87)-Shoul d one marry even if hel slteewho@e maaiesa®long | o Vv
as he/she is committed to growing in love and keeping the marital promise?

88)

89)2 . The Church believes that divorce is |ike 0
partnerso. (pg 105)

90) -So why in Christianroomities has the divorce rate increased since the time Lewis wrote this?

91) -What do you think leads to marriage falling apart?

92)

93)3 . Breaking the marital promise is really a ma
to marriage withou i nt endi ng to pay the priceo. (pg 106

94) -Do you believe that this behavior of breaking promises has increased in other areas of life as well? Is t
biggest increase in breaking promises in society in breaking of marital promises?

95)

96)4. How cancouplesypr f or t he ograce of Godo6? (pg 109) W

97)

98)5 . 0Oépeople who are ready to submit to |l oss o
éare |likely to meet ncetwi anh.rd | I(spg nl1lsGo)me qui t e

99) -Can you give an example of the manifestation of this statement in your life?

100)

1015 . ORel ations of family to the outer worl dému
usually is much more just to outsiders. o (pg

102jIs this true today? Do you believe this should be true today (man shall be head of the household)?

103How does owomends rightsd come into play with

104How do you reconcil e the i deageisddbe theamale andferaaled h e a
being one body? (see question 1 for related quote)

105)

106)

107)

108)

109) Mere Christianityc Book 3, Chapters-12 ¢ Discussion Questions
110)
111) Chapter 7

112) Lewis centers his discussion of forgiveness
yourself” (Mark 12:31). He then describes in
his description were most helpful for understanding the manner in which we are to forgive
others?

113)

114) Chapter 8

115) Lewis identifies Pride as the worstof allsinsand asserts, “Pride has ©b
of misery in every nation and every family sin

reasons Lewis gives for singling pride out from the other sins? What passages from the Bible
support (or possibly refute) his claim?
116)

117) Chapter 9



118) Lewis claims that “love is a state not of t
“not waste time bothering whether you | ove you
instances when the virtuous cycle (if we act as if we loved, we actually begin to love) that Lewis
describes has occurred in your life?

119)
120) Chapter 10
121) “Most people, if they had really | earned to

they do want somet hi ng t haybufeel&hiawag?tAccdrdingthh ad i n t
Lewis, how does the Christian virtue of Hope help us deal with this fact? What Biblical teachings
about Hope come to mind?

122)

123) Chapter 11

124) Have you ever heard someone assert that faith and reason are mutually exclusive?
lewis defines faith as “the art of holding on to
your changing moods. "~ How are faith and reaso
own life?

125)

126) Chapter 12

127) The mystery of how Faith and good works interact is described in this chapter and the

|l atter half of Chapter 11. “... Continue to wor
i s God who wor k s-13). Whatydaedlewis.8ay afe Ehénpiretequisits fod F2ith?
How do Faith and good works interact in your life?

128)

129) Suggested Themes of Discussion for Book Four, Chapter One to Six of Mere Christianity

130)

131) 1. Making and Begetting

132)

133) -Why do we need to know theology? How does it affect our actual lives? Can we have
too much theology?

134)

135) -How are we humans like God?

136)

137) -What is the problem with asserting that Christ was merely a great moral teacher?

138)

139) -Make sure you understand the distinction b

140)

141)

142) 2. The Three-Personal God

143)

144) -Do you agree with Lewis that theology is an experimental science?

145)

146) -Lewis explains how we can be drawn into God without losing our individual personality.

Do we really believe this? What aspects of our lives are we afraid to give to God for fear of
losing individual control?
147)



148) -Discuss the sentence: “And i f man’s sel
will be blurred—like the Moon seen through a dirty telescope. That is why horrible nations have
horrible religions: they haveléeen | ooki

149)

150)

151) 3. Time and Beyond

152)

153) -Does Lewis’'s understanding of God bei

problems and paradoxes of theology such as predestination vs. free will, creation vs evolution,
and the question of salvation for all of those who lived before Christ?

154)

155)

156) 4. Good Infection

157)

158) -In this chapter Lewis describes the relationship between the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. Do you understand this relationship?

159)

160) -He then goes on to assert that this Trinitarian relationship is the key to our becoming
more like Christ. How does this work?

161)

162)

163)

164)

165) 5. Obstinate Toy Solidiers

166)

167) -Do any of the analogies Lewis uses help you to grasp the principles of the incarnation
and the resurrection?

168)

169) -What is the significance of the incarnation and resurrection in our lives as Christians?

170)

171)

172) 6. Two Notes

173)

174) -In this chapter, Lewis implies that free will is essential to our understanding of God. Do
you agree?

175)

176) -Why is it impossible for us to think of many different Sons?

177)

178) ‘What are the ramifications of Lewi s’
nor totalitarian? Can it help us to love each more or to achieve greater unity among the body of
Christ?

179)

180) Suggested Themes of Discussion for Book Four, Chapter Seven to Eleven of Mere
Christianity
181)
182) Td® [ SG0a LINBISYR

183)
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184) “What a man does when he is taken off guaro
man he is"”.

185) -What are your thoughts on this?

186)

187) 8. Is Christianity hard or easy?

188)

189) ‘What does Lewis mewgwnandteygolval g “pl oughed

190)

191) -Why is the Christian way both harder and easier?

192)

193) 9. Counting the cost

194)

195) -Is God easy to please but hard to satisfy? Why or why not?

196)

197) When Jesus sai &d,0r“eBea sp ¢g/rofuec th,e atvleenrley Fat her
5:48, NIV), what did He mean? Do you agree with Lewis that this is not a command to do the
impossible?

198)

199) 10. Nice people or new men

200)

201) Consider the often asked question: If Christianity is true, why are not all Christians
obviously nicer than all non-Christians? Discuss.

202)

203) -Do you think Lewis has answered this question?

204)

205) -What is the right question to ask (according to Lewis) when talking about two specific
people, one a Christian and the other a non-Christian?

206)

207) 11. The new men

208)

209) When does a man begin to have a real personality of his own? How does this occur?

210)



